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ST ANSELM, CONFESSOR, ARCHBISHOP OF

CANTERBURY

(A*D. 1109)

[From his life, written by Eadmer his disciple, in two books; also the same author's History
of Novelties, in six books, from the year 1066 to 1122; and a poem on the miracles of
St Anselm, probably by the same writer, published by Marfcenne, Ampliss. Collectio, t. vi.
pp. 983* 987. The principal memorials relating to St Anselm are collected in the Benedictin
edition of his works ; from which a short abstract is here given. See Gallia Christ. Nova,
t xi. p. 223. Ceiliier, t. xxi. p. 267.]

IF the Norman conquerors stripped the English nation of its liberty and
many temporal advantages, it must be owned that by their valour they
raised the reputation of its arms and deprived their own country of its
greatest men, both in church and state, with whom they adorned this
kingdom; of which this great doctor and his master Lanfranc are instances.
St Anselm was born of noble parents at Aoust, in Piedmont, about the
year 1033,   His pious mother took care to give him an early tincture of
piety, and the impressions her instructions made upon him were as lasting
as his life.   At the age of fifteen, desirous of serving God in the monastic
state, he petitioned an abbot to admit him into his house; but was refused
out of apprehension of his father's displeasure.   Neglecting, during the
course of his studies, to cultivate the divine seed in his heart, he lost this
inclination, and his mother being dead he fell into tepidity; and, without
being sensible of the fatal tendency of vanity and pleasure, began to walk
in the broad way of the world:  so dangerous a thing is it to neglect the
inspirations of grace!    The saint, in his genuine meditations, expresses
the deepest sentiments of compunction for these disorders, which his
perfect spirit of penance exceedingly exaggerated to him, and which, like
another David, he never ceased most bitterly to bewail to the end of his
days.   The ill-usage he met with from his father induced him, after his
mother's death, to leave his own country, where he had made a successful
beginning in his studies;   and, after a diligent application to tbsm for
three years in Burgundy (then a distinct government) and in France,
invited by the great fame of Lanfranc, Prior of Bee, in Normandy, under
the Abbot Herluin, he went thither and became his scholar.    On his
father's death, Anselm advised with him about the state of life he was
to embrace;   as whether he should live upon his estate to employ its
produce in alms, or should renounce it at once and embrace a monastic
and eremitical life.    Lanfranc, feeling an overbearing affection^ for so
promising a disciple, durst not advise him in his vocation, fearing the
bias of his own inclination;   but he sent him to Maurillus, the holy
Archbishop of Rouen.    By him Anselm, after he had laid open to him
his interior, was determined to enter the monastic state at Bee, and accord-